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'Grease' to debut in Riggs Theatre 
Over a year of revision, planning 

and preparation will bring the music 
and dynamics of the 1950's to the 
Riggs stage April 28, 29 and 30 when 
the Theatre Department presents 
"Grease" by Jim Jacobs and Warren 
Casey. 

1 he musical will boast a nearly 
evenly split cast of 21 (10 women and 

11 men) with an additional 25-plus 
students involved as crew and or
chestra . ''This play doesn't have the 
big chorus scenes found in plays like 
South Pacific," said Bill Henjum, · 
drama coach and director. ''We'll pro
bably have more than 40 people try 
out for the 21 parts, so it will be a 
rough one to cast.'' 

Tople wins journalism honor 

"MR. MOONGLOW" ... Junior Heath Tople works on the air of his KCCR radio job. Tople will 
do boradcasts from Boys State Journalism City during his week there. (Photo by Doug Potter) 

Junior Heath Tople will be one of 
two Boys State Journalism City 
representatives working with broad
cast media this June when the annual 
meeting of South Dakota Boys State 
gets underway in Aberdeen. 

Journalism City consists of 16 
juniors from across the state who are 
specially selected on the basis of 
abilities in either print or broadcast 
media. Tople will help in gathering 
and preparing Associated Press and 
United Press International news 
stories. 

Heath takes a year of experience 
with Pierre's KCCR radio station into 
the Journalism City position. At 
KCCR, he is an FM technical direc
tor, and an AM disc jockey. 

"I do a little of everything. I can 
sign on, sign off, handle trouble 
shooting problems, disc jockey, and 
work production," Tople said. "I try to 
model my style after KCCR sports 
director Rod Fischer because I real
ly admire his work." 

will be a lot of carry over from his pro
fessional radio to the Journalism Ci
ty experience. He expects to be repor
ting, interviewing, writing scripts, and 
doing on-the-air broadcasts during 
the week. 

"Boys State means a lot to me," 
said Tople, who had to apply early this 
year and give up his rights to a 
regular Boys State nomination. "I feel 
if people have talent they should be 
able to benefit from the experience 
and benefit the Boys State program 
at the same time." 

In addition to his work at KCCR, To
pie is sports editor of the school 
newspaper, works at the YMCA and 
at the State Theatre. 

The local American Legion Post is 
sponsoring Tople's trip to Boys State 
where he will receive a press badge 
for admittance anywhere at Boys 
State. He will participate in the final 
comprehensive examination, and be 
eligible for all Boys State honors and 
awards. 

Tryouts end today, and the cast will 
be announced by Monday. Other pro
fessionals on board for the musical 
are elementary teacher and Pierre 
Player associate Nancy Pottratz as 
assistant director; and faculty 
members Louise Winter, vocal direc
tor; and Brad Berens, band director. 

"It's been a lot of fun already. The 
kids are excited about it, and I've had 
the opportunity to see other produc
tions of the play," Mr. Henjum said. 

The stage version opened in 1972 
with the notable stars being Barry 

. Bostwick and Adrienne Barbeau. "As 
Hollywood does, they changed the 
stage version significantly. We are go
ing to do the original, and the 
students shouldn't expect it to be like 
the movie," Mr. Henjum pointed out. 

The play will have a specially 
designed set, featuring a 17x33 foot 

guitar that will offer the actors . dif
ferent levels. 

"It will also help rock and roll 
become the center point of the pro
duction," said Henjum, who design- · 
ed the set. Junior Tom Black,· and 
seniors Loren Cass and Rob Miller . 
are building the set. 

"It will be a lot of work, but one of 
the nicest things about this year has 
been working with juniors and seniors 
who know what they are doing," Mr. 
Henjum said. 

"Having students who contribute 
on their own initiative is marvelous . 
We can now share responsibilities 
between staff and students, and the 
more people share, the better it is for 
everyone," he said. "After all, this is 
a labor of love - you both love it and 
hate it - -but in the end, it's the love 
you remember." 

Juniors coordinate '87 Prom 
Despite a few unforseen hitches 

along the way, juniors will open the 
doors at 8 p.m. Saturday, April 25 for 
the annual springi fling, the Junior
Senior prom. 

Prom goers will not dance to the 
music of "On the Fritz" a band that 
evidentally went on the fritz and 
cancelled late in February. Instead, 
music will be provided by an 
undesignated band, according to 
Sandie Peterson, Junior Class 
advisor. 

The prom entrance as well as in
terior will feature decor in silver, red 
and black, but juniors are still not 
revealing the theme. The prom will 
begin at 8 p.m. and continue until 
midnight. 

Parents and other spectators may 
be on the floor from 5:30 until 7 p.m. 

only, but may observe from the 
balcony until after the 9 p.m. 
sophomore servers' entertainment. 
The sophomores will entertain again 
at 11 p.m. 

As per tradition the past few years, 
the prom will include a light buffet 
catered this year by Mrs. Rose 
Gingrich, mother to junior Jenny 
Gingrich, mother to junior Jenny 
Gingrich. 

According to Mrs. Gingrich, the buf
fet features a few extra items thanks 
to donations from KGFX radio station, 
Buhl 's Laundry and Dry Cleaning, 
and Soaper Dooper #1. 

Riggs student must register their 
out-of-town guests in the main office. 
Sophomore waiters and waitresses 
are the only sophomores allowed at 
the prom. 

Choral groups to perform twice in April 
By Michelle Deyo 

Riggs Music Department is gearing 
up for this year's large group competi
tion April 3 and the swing choir con
cert slated for 7 p.m. April 7 and 9 in 
the Riggs Theatre. 

Under the direction of vocal instruc
tor Louise Winer and band instructor 
Brad Berens, musicians will be per
forming a variety of songs ranging 

from classical at the contest to pop 
and swing at the concerts. 

Competing at the contest will be full 
chorus, full band, girls and boys glee, 
mixed and girls swing choirs, and the 
stage band. 

The swing concert will feature the 
stage band and mixed swing choir 
together performing the song 
''Powerhouse.'' 

The Riggs student believes there 
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28 & 30 Riggs Spring 
Musical 

Riggs First Ladies Drill Team and 
a barbershop quartet, The Squirrels, 
will perform at the State "AA" basket
ball tournament in Sioux Falls this 
weekend. 

A half-time performance March 19 
at the opening game will conclude 
the performing season for the First 
Ladies. They will perform a dance to 
the song "And We Danced " by the 
Hooters. 

Members of the drill team who will 
be performing at State "AA" are Amy 
Boyd, Heather Boocock, Erin De
Jong, Gina Clemetson, Karryn Corn
ing, Kathy Merriman, Nancy Kelley, 
Michelle Deyo, Karla Palmer, Shan
non Weber, Alex Powers, Michelle 
Olson, and Tracy Smith. Team drum
mer is J.D. Ries; adviser is Mrs. Vicki 
Brooks. 
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ENCOREI...Drlll team members show off their stuff at a Governor basketball game. First Ladles 
will perform at the state basketball tournament along with barbershop quartet "The Squir
rels.'' (Photo by Doug Potter) 

The Squirrels, seniors Stuart Stof
ferahn, Eric Lundeen, and Loren 
Cass, and junior Sean Califf, will sing 

the National Anthem March 21 to 
open the State AA Championship 
game .. 










